PREFACE
HPHIS series of books alms at an adjustment
J[ of the claims of literature and literary history.
Only the instructor in literature knows how prone the
student is to sacrifice his right to first-hand knowledge
and private judgment, and to rely upon the critic and
historian. In this book, some selections are presented
with no more of history or criticism than is implicit
in an arrangement of the poems according to subject
and chronological succession. This should suffice to
set in clear view the kinds of poetry practised'by the
Elizabethans, and the process of development through
which each has passed; and it should help to'disen-
tangle the study of poetry from the encumbrance
of formulas, epigrams and generalisations, which are
sometimes substituted for it; poetry may very well
stand without them.
The bulk of the book consists of lyric; three
arrangements of this section were considered before
the present one was adopted. The basis of it is
chronological, the criterion being the date of birth
of the author; this has the advantage of facility of
reference, though it does not exemplify so clearly as
one previously attempted the yaried themes touched
upon by these poets. The,-book lies open to the
charge of offering rather meagre selections'of the